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pu TO THE NAME OF GOD. 


BUT, ABOVE ALL THINGS, MY BRE- 

THREN, SWEAR NOT, NEITHER 

"BE HEAVEN, NEITHER. BY THE 

EARTH, NEITHER BY ANY OTHER 

' OATH; BUT LET YOUR YEA BE 

| YEA, AND YOUR NAY NAY, LEST 

YOU FALL INTO CO NDEM N A- 
oe 
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2 CNN occaſions of this nature, you have 
often heard of the obligations which 
3 every Chriſtian is under, to diſcountenance 
. and check the practice of iniquity, and to 
| encourage and promote the practice of mo- 
1 rality, ſo far as his influence can reach. You 

3 have likewiſe often heard of the methods 
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by which a Chriſtian, according to the 


ſphere and opportunities which providence 


has given him, ſhould endeavour to pro- 
mote this uſeful and important work. I 


have therefore thought it might not be im- 


proper or unuſeful, at a meeting of this 


kind, to take under our conſideration ſome 


which may chiefly claim the attention of 


thoſe who would wiſh and endeavour to 


promote the work of reformation, nd to 


ſet their hurtful and immoral nature in a 


proper light. With this view, I have read 


to you the words of the apoſtle James, 
where he prohibits, in a very ſolemn man- 
ner, an inſtance of impiety, the prevalence 


and growth of which I perſuade myſelf hath 


been obſerved by every good man with 


of thoſe particular inſtances of wickedneſs, | 
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TO THE NAME OF GOD. 3 


grief and indignation; I mean the prac- 
tice of ſwearing raſhly and irreverently 


by the name or works of God in common 


— converſation. * Above all things,” ſays the 


apoſtle, © ſwear not” &c. Heprefixes this 
ſolemn preface to his admonition, ** above 


* all things,” in order to denote the pecu- 


liar immorality of the crime, againſt which 
he gives the admonition; and he concludes 
tit with an awful threatning, * leſt ye fall 


© into condemnation,” i.e. leſt ye fall into 


that condemnation, which God has reveal- 


2 ed from heaven againſt all wickedneſs in 


general, and in a particular manner againſt 
the fin of thoſe who “ take his name in 


« vain.“ When the apoſtle ſays, © neither 


4 « by Heaven, neither by the earth, nor 


« by any other oath,” he refers, tis pro- 
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bable, to thoſe forms of {wearing thatwere 
cuſtomary in the age in which he lived ; 
when ſome imagined, chat if they did not 


| ſwear exprelly by the name of God, their 


ſpeech was innocent. But our Saviour had 


formerly declared, Match. v. 34.——And impor 
here the apoſtle, after his example, de- Lure 
clares, that ſwearing by any thing that had 
a relation to God, and was wholly under 
his influence, did partake of the guilt, of 
profanely ſwearing by himſelf: and this, 
by the way, ſhould be conſidered as a ſuf- 
ficient argument with every Chriſtian a- 


gainſt the like forms of ſwearing, which 


have been introduced in latter times. 


That the apoſtle in the text, and our 


Saviour in the place referred to, do not 


prohibit all ſwearing to the truth in mat- to pu 
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T0 THE NAME OF GOD. 5 


ters of importance, and when it is gone a» 
| Sour i in a reverend and becoming manner, 


mi ight be made evident from ſeveral conſi- 


ſuch as, 


1. That the confirmation of truths; of 


- importance to be known, by a ſolemn oath, 
when done in a proper manner, is an act 
of piety to God, and an expreſſion of chat 

1 reverence and homage which we owe unto | 
His name; and therefore tends rather to 
increaſe chan diminiſh a ſenſe of God, and 


of the obligations of religion | in the minds 


\ 


2. & is « great uſe to ae the 


Truth of 1 important facts, and to bind the 
conſciences of men, by this ſolemn tye, 


when other ties are inſufficient; and thus 


to put an end to controverſies that might 
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otherwiſe ſubſiſt, to the great diſturbance | 


of ſociety. Hence the apoſtle to the He- 
brews, chap. vi. 16. ſpeaks of it in this 


light, as an uſeful thing, which undoubted- 


ly he never would have done, had it been 


forbidden by the laws of Chriſtianity. 


Men,“ ſays he, © ſwear by the greater; 


ce and an oath for confirmation is to them 


1 an end of all ſtrife.” To cheſe conſide- 9 


rations may be joined the examples of holy 


men in ſcripture, particularly of the apoſtle | 
Paul, who frequently appeals to God for 
the truth of what he ſays, Rom. i. 9. God 


« is my witneſs, whom I ſerve with my 


66 « ſpirit i in the goſpel of his Son, that with- 


out ceaſing I make mention of you al- 
** waysin my prayers.” 2 Cor. 1. 1.8, But 


« as God is true, our word toward you 


ance 
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29 


And, ver. 23. 


A call God for a record upon my ſoul; 


that to ſpare you J came not as yet into 


« Corinth.” Gal. I. 20. © Now the things 
* which I write unto you, behold, before 
ce God, 1 lie not.” 1 Theſſ. ii. 5. For, 
" neither at any time uſed we flattering 


5 words, as ye know, nor a cloke of cove- 
*« touſneſs, God i is witneſs.” What 3 1s ſtill 


more, we have the example of our bleſſed 


Saviour himſelf, * who did no ſin, and in 


1 whoſe mouth there was no guile, Matth. 


xxvi. 63, 64. Our Saviour, when he ſtood 


before the ſupreme council of Jeruſalem, 


Was adjured by the living God to inform 


the council if he was the Chriſt, (Which 
was the manner by which a man was put 


upon his oath among the Jews) our Saviour, 
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I fay, being thus adjured, or put upon his 


it is done in a reverend and ſerious man- 


ner. The practice, therefore, prohibited 


by the apoſtle in the text, is that of ſwear⸗ 
ing needleſly and irreverently by the name 
or works of God in common converſation; 


in which the apoſtle, after the example of 


our Lord, would have Chriſtians to uſe no 


Now, beſides the expreſs laws of Chriſtia- 


nity in this matter, the immoral and perni- 


cious nature of this practice will ſufficiently 


appear from the following conſiderations. | 


oath, immediately anſwered the queſtion 3 
which was aſked him 
From theſe conſiderations, it appears, Y 
that, on great occaſions, an oath may be 


_ lawfully adminiſtred, and taken by us, if 


more than a ſimple and plain afſeyeration. 
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TO THE NAME OF GOD. 


1. It has a natural and fatal tendency 


to weaken in the minds of men a ſenſe of 


that regard and veneration which is due 


to God. The foundation of all religion 


ay be 2 muſt be laid in a ſerious impreſſion of the 


3 being, perfections, and providence of God, 


us, if 


and of that regard which mankind owe 


him, as they are the ſubjects of his moral 


kingdom. But i is it not extremely obvious, 


2 that ſwearing by, or appealing to the name 


of God, or imprecating on ourſelves and f 


© others his wrath and condemnation, un- 5 
1 neceſſarily, and on every trifling occaſion, 
and oftentimes without ſo much as attend- 
ing to what we ſay, muſt of neceſſity de- 
ſtroy this reverend and ſerious ſenſe of 
God, and bring us to the habit of think- 
J ing of him, (if we think of him at all) of 


B 


20 THE REVERENCE DUE: 


ſpeaking of him, and of behaving towards 


| 


him, as if he was a being of the utmoſt in? 


ſignificance. We know from our experi- 
ence, that things of the greateſt moment 
and ſolemnity, by being introduced into 


diſcourſe on every frivolous occaſion, and 


without attending to their nature, with 


that regard which is due to their ſolemni- 


ty, come at length to be conſidered by us 


as matters of indifference. The practice, 


therefore, of appealing to the name of 


God, raſhly and irreverently, and on eve- 
ry flight occaſion that occurs, inevitably 
tends to make this venerable name become 


of very little ſignificancy and weight with 


us; and can hardly fail, in time, to lead 


us to a deliberate and determined diſregard 


of him. Much more is this likely to be the 
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TO THE NAME or GOD. 


* 


conſequence, when the name of God is in- 


troduced into the very ſcenes of debauche- 


ry and wickedneſs; which, *tis to be fear- 


ed, is frequently the caſe; his ſacred name 


being interpoſed when things are ſaid and 


done that a wiſe man and a Chriſtian ought 


It is reported of the 
Hon. ROBERT BOYLE, 
Eſq; who was diſtinguiſhed 
by his literature, and ingeni- 


cus reſearches after know- 
ledge, as well as by his emi- | 


nent piety and virtue, that he 
never mentioned the name of 
Gop without a pauſe, and 
viſible ſtop in his diſcourſe. 
The cuſtom of this great and 
good man, tho), at firſt ſight, 


it may ſeem ſome what for- 
mal and preciſe, yet would 


to be aſhamed of. But was the name of 
God never thought of, never mentioned 
by us, * but on juſt and great occaſions, 


and then attended to with that regard 


naturally tend to keep alive 

that inward veneration for | 
the Deity, by which the 
whole of his character was 
ſtrongly marked It would 
ſerve at leſt to preſerve in his 
own mind, a ſenſe of the im- 
morality of inattention to the 
name and works of God, and 


of that irreverence which is 


expreſſed and promoted by 


. thoughtleſs . and cuſtomary 


oaths, and to place it in a pro- 


per light, to the view of others. 
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which is due to its meaning and fignifi> 
_ cance, this might have a happy tendeney 
to preſerve that ſerious ſenſe of God in 


the conſciences of men, which, as has been 


ſaid, is the great foundation of all religion; 
2. The practice forbidden by the a- 


poſtle, ! in our text, tends natively to weak 


en, in the minds of men, a ſenſe of 


the ſacredneſs, and awful obligation of 


more ſolemn oaths. 


1 hope it is unneceſſary to inſiſt upon 


che criminal and pernicious nature of the 


ſin of perjury. It is undeniably one of the 

moſt audacious affronts that men can offer 
to the eternal God, deliberately and ſo- 
lemnly to call upon him to be the witneſs ” 
and voucher of a lie. It does withal the 


greateſt injury to men: it weakens and de- 


ſtroy 
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= oath 


and'y 
and c 


a due 


| cance 


1 


ſtroys the force of that which is deſigned; 


and is, in its nature fitted, to be a princi- 


pal ſupport of truth, juſtice, and order in 


ſociety, Whatever therefore, tends to 


| make the obligation of an oath leſs ſen- 
| ſible and ſacred in the eyes of men, or to 


take of from that ſolemnity and weight, 


with which it ought to ly upon their con- 


1 ſciences, muſt be of a very criminal and 
be 4 hurtful nature. But i it will not require 
5 much reaſoning to ſhow, that this i is the 
Z natural tendency of ſwearing raſhly and 
1 irreverently in common converſation. An 
cath will appear ſo much the leſs ſacred» 
and venerable a thing, as it grows familiar 


and common, and is taken by us withour- 


a due attention to its nature and ſigniſi- 


| cance: and he who allows himſelf in oaths: 
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and imprecations on every trifling occaſion, 


and in the very midſt of his impertinence 


and folly, will come in time to feel no- 


thing very extraordinary or ſacred in them, 


when taken on more important and ſerious 


5 occaſions. 


If a perſon is accuſtomed to ſwear need- 


1. and without temptation, in his or- 
: dinary diſcourſe, he will not, one would- 
think, be eaſily reſtrained from ſwearing 
faſlely, and deliberately, when prompted x 
to i it by ſome viſible and ſtrong temptati- 
on: nor is it to be thought that a perſon 


who can imprecate the damnation of God 


upon himſelf, for no reaſon at all, and 


without the leaſt dread of ſuch a tremen- 


dous thing, ſhould be much deterred, by 


the dread of 1 ir, from ſwearing to a falſ- 
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hood, which his intereſts or. his paſſions 
ſtrongly led him to declare: and, not im- 


1 probably, this wanton proſtitution and de- 


baſement of an oath, hath not a little con- 


tributed to make the crime of perjury ap- 


pear ſo ſlight a thing as (eſpecially in cer- 


tain matters) it is ſaid to do. 


+ It is not meant by what 


3s here ſaid, that all thoſe 
who are guilty of ſwearing 
raſhly and irreverently in 
common diſcourſe, may for 


that reaſon be ſuſpected of 


ſwearing faſly and diſhoneſt - 


ly in more ſolemn oaths: It 


muſt be allowed, there is a 


principle of honour and in- 


tegrity, and a regard for re- 
putation, which prevents the 


crime of perjury, among ma- 


ny who are guilty of the 
ſin of which I am now diſ- 
courſing. But what is meant 
to be aſſerted is, that the prac- 
tice naturally tends to weaken 
in the minds of men, a ſenſe 


| of the religious obligation of f 


more ſolemn oaths; or to de- 
ſtroy that influence and weight 
which the principle of piety, 
and a regard to the omniſci- 
ence and moral government 


of God, ſhould give them on 
the conſciences of men ; and 
it is ſubmitted to the candid 
reader to determine, what 


hurtful influence it muſt 
have on the welfare of ſocie- 
ty, to remove the force and 


weight of this religious prin- 
ciple in the matter of an oath. 


It might alſo deſerve our 
notice, on this ſubject, if the 
precipitant and inattentive 


manner in which more ſo- 
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theſe pernicious effects, it is in its on na- 
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3. Setting aſide the conſideration of 


ture an act of great impiety, and a groſs 
expreſſion of irreverence and contempt of 


God, Is it not a manifeſt expreſſion of 


contempt, to employ the name of Him, 
whom all the hoſts of heaven adore, as an 


idle implement in our diſcourſe, as the at- — 
tendant of our levity and folly, nay of our 
debauchery and wickedneſs? By the name 2 
of God is ſignified every thing that is | 
great, adorable, or lovely: but by the 
practice againſt which the apoſtle ſpeaks, 


lemn oaths are uſually admi- | haps do an eminent ſervice to 


niſtred and taken, may not 


have contributed to diminiſh 
their ſolemnity, and a ſenſe 
of their importance. Thoſe 
whoſe province it is to admini- 
ſter a ſolemn oath, would per- 


ſociety, if they performed this 


office with ſome proper ſolem- 
nity and pauſe, expreſſive of 


its awful and important na- 
ture, | 
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this name is uſed as if it were an empty 
ſound, or a thing that might be ſported 
with: eſpecially the ſhocking practice of 


callmg on his vengeance and damnation 


upon ourſelves and others; what is this, 


but to treat, that, as inſignificant, or as the 


ſubje& of our jeſt, which is able to make 


— the heavens and the earth to tremble. 


Too gire us the more ſenſible conviction 


of the truth of what is now ſaid, let us 


try che experiment in a caſe that is not un- 


ſimilar: let us put the caſe, that the name 


of a departed friend or father, who was 


highly beloved, and honoured when alive, 

and whoſe memory is feelingly remembered 

and eſteemed, now that he is gone; that 

his name and memory were uſed with the 

lame wantonneſs and levity with which the 
C 


name of God is uſed by this impiety: ſup- 


poſe that in every trifling and vain diſ- 


ſuch a friend or father thus ſportfully and 


bear it patiently, or if it would not ſtrike us 
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courſe, and in the midſt of our laughter 


and amuſements, we heard the name of * 


ridiculouſly introduced; and try if we could 


with the greateſt, indignation. If we will 


reflect on the ſituation of our minds in 


this matter, we ſhall find, if we have any 


ſenſibility in our nature, that we cannot 


think or ſpeak of a valuable and beloved 
friend after he is gone, without ſome ſtrong 


emotions of tenderneſs and reverence: nor 


do we ever chuſe to hear his name ſo much 


as mentioned in diſcourſe, but when it is 
done with proper marks of honour and e- 


ſteem, and by thoſe who from the know - 


wy a 


* 7 


8 
f, 
TEN 
53 7794 
ths” 9 7 
I 
GG Nee) 
3 
n 
3 
. 
£0 
"LE 
W 


8 
T5. 
Ds 
Fel 
WP 
1 
* 
7 
by 
—_ 
2383 
8 
1 
9 


TO THE NAME OF GOD. 19 
ledge of his worth can mingle their con- 


cern and tenderneſs with ours, in reflectin 8 


on his memory: far leſs could we bear to 


= have his name wantonly and inſignificantly 


introduced | into every trifling diſcourſe. It 


is needleſs, ſurely, to inſiſt upon it; that 


= to treat the name of the adorable Author 


of the world with the like marks of wan- 


= tonneſs and diſregard, muſt be an infinite- 


ly more hateful thing, and ſhould {trike 
us with a proportionably deeper indigna- 
_ SY ts 
Theſe few obſervations may ſuffice to 
ſhew the i impious and hurtful nature of the 
practice againſt which the apoſtle gives 
the ſolemn admonition in our text: to 
which might be ſubjoined, as a fingular ag- 
gravation of its guilt, its ſenſeleſſneſs and 
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folly, and the want of all temptation to it. 


It ſerves no one deſirable purpoſe in hu» 


man life; it adds neither ornament nor 


weight to our diſcourſe; it neither pro- 


motes our intereſt, nor is ſubſervient to our 


pleaſure; and is therefore one of the moſt 


ridiculous and uſeleſs vices that ever was 


contrived; and, when practiſed before thoſe 
who profeſs to entertain a reverence for 


God, is an unmannerly and inſolent, as 


well as an impious and immoral practice. 


It is but a poor apology that is ſomes 
times made in the defence or extenuation 
of this crime, that we have got into the 


habit of it, which we are not able to re- 


ſtrain; and that we commit it when we are 


not conſcious of doing ſo, If it is an hurt- 


ful and immoral thing, our guilt is ſo much 
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the more highly aggravated, that ive have 
brought ourſelyes into the habit of com · 
mitting it, and have ſo totally diſmiſſed the 
fear of God from before our eyes, that of 
fending and affronting him in the groſſeſt : 
manner, hath become the natural and ha- 


bitual employment of our lives. This, 


however, is a falſe as well as a frivolous 


apology. Is there a man, how much ſoever 
accuſtomed to the practice, that does not 


abſtain from it in certain companies, and 


on ſome occaſions? Does not a child re- 


ſtrain the ſtrongeſt habit of this kind, in 


the preſence of his father, if he knows his 
great averſion to it, and that he would be 


apt to diſinherit or diſgrace him for the 


” commiſſion of it? Or is there any man, 


who would not overcome the moſt invete- 
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rate habir of this nature, if he believed 


that his credit or eſtate depended on his 


doing ſo? If the preſence of the great Je- 


ö hovah, and the dread of his tremendous 


diſpleaſure, cannot have the ſame effect, | 


our inability, and the power of habit, can- 


not be pled in our excuſe; bur the miſcon- 


dud flows from a folly and 1 impiety, which 


is altogether without excuſe, viz. that the 


fear of man, and the motives of this world, 
have a ſtronger influence upon our con- 


duct, than the fear of God, and the mo- 


tives of Eternity. Iſaiah li. 1 Who art 


ce thou, that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of * 


man, that ſhall die, and of the ſon of 


man, that ſhall be made as graſs? and 


« forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker ?” 


Brethren, what has been delivered, is 
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not intended, merely, as an admonition a- 
gainſt the ſin, of which our apoſtle ſpeaks; 
for it is preſumable, that there are few, 


who ſtand in need of ſuch an admonition, 


in a religious aſſembly of this kind; but a- 


nother, and the principal deſign of this dif- 


f courſe, is to repreſent to ſuch as have a 
7 due reverence for God, and a defire to 
; promote the happineſs of men, the great 
importance of their doing what they can 
| to diſcountenance and check the progreſs 


| of this wickedneſs among thoſe to whom 


their influence can reach. 


From the above conſiderations, you may 


ſee its criminal and hurtful nature; and 


you cannot but have obſerved, to what a 
ſhameful pitch it has of late years s ſpread 


itſelf amongſt us. 
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I think I can remember, tho! I am not 
among the oldeſt men in the aſſembly, 


when this ſpecies of wickedneſs was but 4 
a ſingularity amongſt us, and when a no- 
torious {wearer would have been marked in 
the neighbourhood, as a monſter of im- 

piety: but, now, it has become ſo popular 

l common, that one can ſcarce paſs 
through the ſtreets, but he ſhall have his 
ears grated with this profanity. Our very 
children, of ten or a dozen of years, are 
| ſuch proficients in the crime, as one would 
think might have required their being pre- 
viouſly hardened in a courſe of wickedneſs | 

for many years, 4.2: 5 

It ĩs the duty, therefore, of every man 
who fears the Lord, and is a lover of ſo- 


ciety, to employ the influence which Pro- 
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vidence has given him, to ſtop the growth 
of this prodigious enormity. Parents, in a 
ſpecial manner, ſhould have their zeal and 

indignation rouzed on this occaſion: their 


love and piry to their children ſhould a- 


= waken' their' attention, and alarm their 


fears. Should this impiety continue to pre- 
vail, and ſpread, as it has done, for ſome 
years paſt, it will be very difficult, if not 
impoſſible, to preſerre our children, by 


the ſtricteſt care, from its contagious in- 


* fluence: and ſeveral parents, tho? not ap- 


prized of it, have cauſe to apprehend that 
their children have al ready caught the pol- 
ſonous example. 

But, it may be aſked, by what methods 
is it poſſible to reſtrain the progreſs of 
this wickedneſs. In anſwer to this, I would 
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obſerve, that if every man, who has a juſt 
reverence for God, would, in a ſoft and FE 
modeſt manner, teſtify the anguiſh which N 7 
he feels when the name of God is thus a- 


| buſed; if notorious and irreclaimable of- 


fenders, in this way, were properly convict- 
ed and reſtrained by the authority of law, 
this itſelf might have a moſt deſirable i in- 


fluence; for it ought to be obſerved, that 


_ tho! the authority and reſtraint of human 
laws cannot immediately change the hearts 
of men, or make them real converts to piety 
and virtue; yet when open acts of wicked- 
neſs are, in this way, puniſhed and reſtrain- 
ed, the inlluence of bad examples will be⸗ 
come leſs common and extenſive; whereas 
their influence muſt ſpread ſo much the 


faſter and the more extenſively, that out- 


TO THE NAME OF GOD. 27 
ward acts of wickedneſs are committed with 
impunity and without diſguiſe, 


In all caſes of this nature, where « ex- 


ample has a catching and infectious influ- 


ence, it is of great importance to ſociety, 


that hurtful immoralities, tho' they cannot 


bee totally prevented or reſtrained, be how- 
| ever rendered timorous and modeſt, and 
= forced i into retirement and obſcurity by the 


= execution and reſtraint of human laws. 


But, paſſin g over theſe and the like ex- 


pedients, by which! it muſt be owned, chat : 


little more can be propoſed than to curb 
the impudence of this enormity, I would 
further notice, that the only method of de- - 
ſtroying it, and of pulling it up from the 
foundation, is the ſober and religious edu- 
cation of our childten, and the forming of 
D 2 
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them, in their earlier years, to a ſeri- 


ous ſenſe of God, and a reverend attend» 
ance on the ſacred: inſtitutions of his ſer- 


vice. 1 


Was a child accuſtomed from his 4 


years, to conceive and ſpeak of God, as the 


object of his higheſt honour and eſteem; 


was he led by the inſtructions and example 
of his parents (for both are indifpenſible) | 


to attend, with a devout regard, on the ſa- 


cred inſtitutions of the goſpel, where the 


” name and works of God are never mention- 


ed, but with proper marks of that regard 


and veneration which is due to them; this, 


by the bleſſing of the Almighty, would ef- 


fectually prevent the ſpreading of that 


wickedneſs of which I have been diſcourſ- 
ing. On the one hand, it is impoſlible to 


d- 
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cheriſh in our minds a ſerious. ſenſe of 
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God, and to worſhip him * with reve- 
* rence and godly fear; and, at the ſame 


time, to proſtitute his name, in the irre- 


verent and diſreſpectful manner that is done 


by this profanity. In the words of our a- 
poſtle, * e out of the ſame mouth ſuch bleſ- 
* {ing and curſing will not readily proceed, 


_ fountain doth not ſend forth at the 


ſame place ſweer and bitter water,” On 
the other hand, it is equally impoſſible to 

indulge in this profanity, and yet to wor- 
ſhip God “ with reverence and godly 
« fear:” that indifference and diſreſpe&, 


with which the practice is accompanied, 
will undoubtedly deſtroy that inward re- 


verence for God, by which we © worſhip 


i. 4? 
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which all outward acts of worſhip are in- 
ſignificant and empty forms. In our pre- 
ſent ſituation, therefore, Parents are re- 


duced to the following alternative, either 


to bring up their children in the fear of. 


God, and in ſuch a ſerious regard for the 


inſtitutions of the goſpel, as {hall probably 


; protect them from the contagious influence : 


of this i impiety; or, by their negligence in 


this reſpe&, to ſend them into the world, 
guardleſs and unfortified againſt ; the ſa d . 


examples to which they are to be expo-- 


ſed, and thus in danger of being led into 


a diſſolute contempt of eyery thing? ne | 
18 ſacred and religious. 
Before I finiſh this diſcourſe, I would * 


beg leave to offer two exhortations, agree- 


ably to what has been delivered on this 


in- 


re- 


re- 


ler 


ſubject: the firſt to parents; and the * 
cond to their children. 


2 


TO THE NAME or GOD. * 


Mju firſt exhortation is addreſſed t to pa- 


rents. Unto you, my friends, a moſt im- 


portant province is committed, by the pro- 


vidence of God, and, by his bleſſing, much 


may be expected from your influence, if 


properly employed. Under him, the vir- 


tue and happineſs of the ſucceeding age 


principally depend upon your | conduct. 
The minds of children are ſoft and ten · 
der, and eaſily ſuſceptible of different im- 


preſſions, before they are hardened and 


f corrupted by the world; and that autho- 


rity which nature gives you over them, 


together with the reverence and love 


which it teaches them to feel for you, gives 


Vou a peculiar influence | in the forming of 
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their cluratier.; Conſider, therefore, the - 
importance of your truſt, and employ with | * 
proper care that precious influence which ® 
Providence hath given you, to train up 
| yourchildren in the way that they ſhould 1 
* go.” Remember the diſtinguiſhed ho- || 
nour with which the father of the faithful I 
ſtands recorded i in the ſacred hiſtory, Gen. 


viii. 1 8, 19. Abraham ſhall ſurely be-. 
* come a great and mighty nation, and all 10 


« the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 
in him. For I know him, that he will 
* command his children and his houſhold 
* after him, and they ſhall keep che way 
of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment, 
* that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
* ham that which he hath ſpoken of him.” 


Imitate the great and amiable pattern. 
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By your inſtructions and example, and by e- 
very method in your power, ſtrive to form 


them to an early veneration for the govern- 


ment and works of God; fix it as the firſt and 


the deepeſt impreſſion in their hearts, that 
the fear of God is the beginning of their | 


wiſdom, and the only ſolid and immovable = 


foundation of their future happineſs; teach 
oy them that the rules of j integrity and truth, 


of temperance and modeſty, induſtry and 


charity, which you recommend to their e- 


ſteem, are the ſtatutes of Jehovah's king- 


= dom, and ſtamped with his authority; 6 


that they are the meaſures, which the great 


Ruler of the world hath preſcribed, by 


which alone mankind can atrain to happi- 


neſs and peace, under his adminiſtration; 


chat by violating theſe, they will oppoſe 
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the government and will of God, provoke 


his indignation againſt themſelves ; and 


therefore muſt be miſerable. 


Add to theſe inſtructions, examples from 
the hiſtory of former times, or from the 
preſent experience of life around them, : 
of the honour, the ſecurity, and happi- - 
neſs, which virtue and reli gion give, and 
of the infamy and miſery which flow from 
vice and immorality. From thence conduct | 
their views to the great and everlaſting : 
conſequences of a religious or wicked life 
in a future world, of which we are aſſured 
by the goſpel of the Son of God. Let 


them be able to obſerve from the whole 


ſtrain and ſpirit of your converſation, that 


from the exerciſe of piety to God, and the 


obedience of his laws, you yourſelves de- 
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rive the chief happineſs and comfort of 
your lives; and that your friendſhip and 
affection to your children, engages your 
ſollicitude to lead them to the ſame foun- 


= trains of ſecurity and happineſs: that while 


you labour by an honeſt induſtry to make 


a ſuitable proviſion for their temporal pro- 


ſperity, and to ſend them! into the world in 
a reputable ſtation among men, you are ſtill | 
more follicitous to plant the ſeeds of piety 
and virtue in their hearts, and to ſend them 


: into the world as the friends of God watch 


with a particular attention, on ſuch incidents 


and opportunities, as may put it in your 
power to convey theſe inſtructions to their 
hearts, in the gentleſt and ſofteſt manner; 


and in ſuch a way as may prevent, as much 


as poſſible, the appearance of ſeverity and 
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conſtraint, This alone is likely to produce | 


an effectual reſormation of our manners. 


But all this care, it may be thought, 


would require a greater ſhare of time and 


attention, than can eaſily be ſpared from 


the uſeful buſineſs and induſtry of life. 


It would be truly an unfortunate and 


nmentäble thing, if the induſtry, which 
is conducive to the welfare of ſociety; | 
was inconſiſtent with the attention which 5 
is requiſite to the religious education of 
the riſing generation. This however, it is 
hoped, is not the caſe. Were the unem- 
ployed and vacant hours of life, and which 
are ſpent in indolence and luxury, devot- 
ed to the virtuous cultivation and improve- 
ment of the minds of children, much de- 


firable fruit might be expected from our 
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labour: even in this way, we might ex- 
pet to ſee them happily impreſſed with 


an carly reverence ſor God, and guarded 


by a ſenſe of the ſolemn obligations of reli- 
gion, before they are expoſed to the temp- : 
_ tations and examples of the world into 


which they are to go. 


But ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, and 


that ſome ſmall i interruption ſhould be gi- 6 


ven to the courſe of ſecular affairs, by the 


time and attention requiſite to be employ- 


ed in forming the minds of children to a 


ſenſe of God, and of the obligations of re- 


ligion; would not ſociety, however, reap 


great advantage on the whole, from the 


regularity, ſobriety, induſtry, and other 


_ uſeful virtues, which we might expect to 


ſee in their future conduct, as the conſe- : 
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| quence of ſuch an education? For a reli- 
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gious education, if properly directed, i is the 


— 


immediate promoter and encourager of all 


the virtues which contribute to the wel- 


fare of ſociety ; and the genuine principles 
of Chriſtianity, when fairly ſer before the 
minds of children, will enforce them on 
their hearts with a peculiar authority, By 
theſe they ſhall be led to 5 whatſoever 5 
« things are true, to whatſoever things 
are honeſt, to whatſoever things are juſt, 
to whatſoever things are pure, to what- 


ce * ſoever things are lovely, and to what- 


& ſoever things are of good report.” Par- 


ticular families, withal, would i in this way, 
| have their intereſts promoted in the moſt 
' ſubſtantial manner. Tho” parents were o- 


bliged to abate ſomewhat of the carneſt- 


receſs from the common bu- 
Feceſs, men might give at- 
and the important obligations 


which, at other times, they | 
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neſs and aſſiduity by which they labour. 
© ro enrich their families, in order to be- 
ſtow a proper ſhare of their time and at- 


tention on their religious inſtruction and 


improvement, and ſhould leave them in 


the iſſue a ſmaller ſhare of opulence and 


wealth, they would, nevertheleſs, do them 


an infinitely kinder office on the whole, 
| | and far. more effectually provide for their 


| future happineſs in this world, and to e- 


ternity+: nay, without a proper care and 


od. On this ſubject it is na- 
tural to remark, the great 
importance of the Chriſtian 


Sabbath. This benevolent in- | 
ſtitution was deſigned to be a 


ſineſs of life; that during this 
tention to the works of God, 


of religion and morality; to 


are apt to give too ſhort and 


| ſuperficial an attention: and 


it cannot be doubted, but that, 
in a ſpecial manner, it was de- 
ſigned, that during this agree- 
able rcceſs, a more particular 

attention ſhould be given to 
the religious inſtruction and 
improvement of the minds of 
children, than can eaſily be 
given to it at other times. 
Should this inſtitution, there- 
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attention in this matter, what are parents 
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doing for their children, by all their other 
2 induſtry and labour? They are only fur- 
niſhing them with the means of extrava- 
gance and luxury, and hereby laying the 
foundation of their future miſery: inſtead 
« of giving to their children bread, they 
"© are giving them a ſtone; and for a fiſh, 15 
« they are giving them a ſerpent. 
2. My ſecond exhortation i is addreſſed 
to the riſing generation, and the younger 
part of the aſſembly. Be aſſured of i it, O0 
my children, that an early reverence for 
God, and an early dedication of yourſel ves | 


unto his ſervice, i is the beginning of all 


fore, fall into contempt, or 
be turned into a day of buſi- | enſue in the care which ought 
neſs or pleaſure, among other | to be employed in the in- 


- 


fatal conſequences, we ſhould | ſtruction and improvement of 
have reaſon to apprehend, | the * age. | 


that a total interruption would 
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wiſdom, and the only certain and immoy- 


able foundation of your happineſs and 


peace. In every other courſe of life, how- 


ever promiſing and pleaſant it may ſeem to 


be, you will Jay the foundation of your 


future ſhame, repentance, and remorſe 


you will go as an ox goeth to the ſlaugh- 


© ter, or as a fool goeth to the correction 


of the ſtocks, till a dart ſtrike thro? 


| * your liver, as a bird haſtneth to the 


& ſnare, and knoweth not that it is for his 


* life.” Liſten then with modeſty and . 


candour to the leſſons of religion that are 


given you in your earlier years. 


Jou are ſoon to go into the world 


where innumerable ſnares, and ſad ex- 


amples are ſpread for your deſtruction. Be 
upon your guard, and fly from the de- 
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ſtruction. In a ſpecial manner fly from 


that irreverent abuſe of the holy name 


of God, of which you have been hearing; 

a thing ſo odious in itſelf, and which 
will draw alongſt with it a contempt of 
every thing that ſhould be holy and rel- 


gious in your eyes. 


Think, whether is it better to go in- 


to the world, deſpiſing and blaſpheming 
your Creator, or bleſſing and adoring ” 
him, and making him your friend; bleſ- 
ſing and adoring him, in whom the per- 
fection of goodneſs dwells, making him 
your friend, whoſe friendſhip is of more 


importance to your happineſs, than all 


the world beſides: whether is it better to 


live, in oppoſition to the will of your Crea- 


tor, with falſhood and diſhoneſty, de- 
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| bauchery and riot, idleneſs and diſcord; 


or in compliance with the will of your 


| Creator, to live with truth, honeſty, and 


| juſtice, with ſobriety, and modeſty, in- 


ſtry and peace? Can you heſitate a mo- 
ment in determining to which of theſe the 
preference is due? Is not the laſt of theſe 


the moſt excellent and amiable conduct in 


| icſelf is it not the only courſe in which you / 
can ſecurely pnomiſe to yourſelves any laſt- 
ing comfort and rranquillity ? In this courſe = 


; God will be your father, your proteftor, | 


and your friend; he will be your guide 


even unto death; and after death he will | 


receive you into the glorious inheritance 


of his children. But, by the oppoſite be- 
haviour, by forgetting and deſpiſing God, 


you will forfeit the protection of his pro- 
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vidence; nay, provoke his indignation a- 
gainſt yourſelves, and be forced, at length, 
on a review of your former life, to mourn 
with bitterneſs and anguiſh ; ſaying, © How 
„ have we hated inſtruction, and our 
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hearts deſpiſed reproof, and have not 
* obeyed the voice of our teachers, nor 
* inclined our ears to them who inſtruct- 
ed us? Hearken, therefore, children, 
« and receive the words of wiſdom, take 
« faſt hold of her inſtructions, let them 
not go; keep them, for they are your 
« life. Remember now your Creator in 
the days of youth, while the evil days 
te come not, nor the years draw nigh in 
* which you will be forced to ſay, we 
* have no pleaſure in them. 
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